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The author raises a number of problems concerning the laws on nongovernmental 
associations and their enforcement practice. The author suggests recommenda
tions on further amendments which would eliminate the existing gaps, adjust 
the enforcement practice and provide additional guarantees for the development of 
the ‘third sector’ in Russia. 
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The article gives a historical and legal analysis of the legal construct ‘abuse of trust’ 
from the point of the doctrine as well as the legislation of Russia and Germany of 
XIVearly XX century. The authors established that the construct developed within 
the German doctrine intends to secure property transactions, whereas in Tsar Rus
sia similar legal norms on abuse of trust appear in XIX — early XX and their scope 
is confined to ownership and other property interests. 
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The author discusses the types of evidence examined in the course of disciplinary 
actions brought to the Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Russia. The author 
outlines their essential characteristics, describes the criteria for assessment of evi
dence within administrative procedure, and compares the notions of legal effect and 
admissibility of evidence in civil and administrative procedure. 
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In June 2017 the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation adopted new changes 
to the Tax Code which introduced value added tax on electronic services provided by 
foreign companies. According to these changes effective of January 1st, 2017 foreign 
companies providing internet services will be obligated to pay VAT on all services 
falling within the scope of law if the companies are registered in Russia. The author 
believes the mechanism of legal regulation has quite serious deficiencies. 
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The article deals with the problem of restriction of corporate rights. Along with 
the review of the traditional understanding of the construct of “restriction of right” 
and the analysis of its implications when imposed in case of offense, the author 
suggests a different view on this notion. In certain cases, restriction of right serves 
the purpose of ensuring the interests of the lawful parties. Based on the analysis 
of the law practice the author analyzes the scope of freedom of the parties, that is, 
whether they are limited in their decisionmaking. 
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Currently a corporate agreement regulates the rights and obligations of shareholders and 
members of corporation. The fact that parties can independently decide on the scope 

and content of the agreement plays an important role for a corporation, its members, 
shareholders, and third parties as well as for business transactions on the whole.
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The author analyzes the right of under legal age members to participate in manage
ment of common facilities in a multihousing building. The author reviews different 
views on this issue and analyzes the relevant court practice and suggests changes to 
the Housing Code of the Russian Federation. 
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Modern social risks including technological and economic ones are seen as a new 
theoretical and practical category in the field of labour law and employment. Such 
risks substantiate the need for social protection of parties of employment relations and 
parties to new forms of employment. The author calls for more accurate forecasting of 
social risks in the sphere of labour law and speaks about the advantages of preven
tive legislation on labor and employment which purpose is to effectuate the principle 
of protection from unemployment and promote digital platform employment (it can be 
considered as a type of longdistance work). 
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gemstones: articles 181 and 192 of Criminal Code of Russia
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Based on the analysis of the pertinent court practice the author discusses controver
sial issues related to the classification of breach of rules for production and use of 
platemarks as well as breach of rules for selling of precious metals and gemstones. 
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Estoppel vs venire contra factum proprium: lost in translation 
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Modern Russian civil law has seen a noticeable effect of legal constructs transplanted 
from common law system, however, their implementation does not go without difficul
ties. One of such constructs is estoppel which from the point of law practice inadver
tently raises the issue of relation between estoppel and venire contra factum proprium. 
The article provides a comparative analysis of these two constructs concluding that 
they should be clearly distinguished. 
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The article is devoted A.Ya. Vyshinsky, his professional career, and contribution to the 
development of jurisprudence. The article dispels political myths about this figure and 
provides an unbiased analysis of his political career and scholarly works.
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The article discusses the sources and premises of Russian inheritance law. The author 
draws attention to the priority of testator’s will.
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